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probable that they were sent from Hungary in the
twelfth century; their home is in South-eastern
Transylvania, right away from Hungary, and they
have been the despair of those who think in terms of
tidy homogeneous nations neatly arranged within
straightforward frontiers. The Sz6kelys have never
succumbed to the feudalism which has characterized
Hungary proper, but have continued community
tenure of land to this day; even the Transylvanian
Hungarians nearer to Hungary seem less bowed down
in homage to a feudal lord. Before the great Turkish in-
vasions these two groups held rights from the kings of
Hungary in common with the " Saxons/' who were in
fact settlers from West Germany in the twelfth century
too, the builders of old towns like Sibiu (Hermann-
stadt) and Brasov (Kronstadt). Although the Habs-
burgs succeeded the native Bethlens and Rakoczys, as
the Great Princes of Transylvania, the Reformation
had here been too uncurbed for the Austrians to undo
it. The Magyars had mostly become Calvinist, or, in
the Szekely counties, Unitarian; the Saxons were
Lutheran; in the eighteenth century, however, the
Habsburgs sent the Catholic Swabians to settle in the
Banat. To add to the diversities of Transylvania there
were not only these two distinct Magyar groups, but
also Magyarized German villages with a character of
their own, Jewish groupings, Armenian towns, and
last, but by no means least, the Roumanians. For,
centuries before, Roumanian shepherds and herdsmen,
some of them from across the mountains which
divided Transylvania from the Principalities, had
appeared; when trouble overtook the Principalities
they were found in greater numbers in Transylvania.